“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


Sour Lights 


From ‘* First Voyage "Reund the World by Magellan.” 


WATER RIGHTS TREATY WITH MEXICO 


By Heloise Brainerd 


Another critical test of the Good Neighbor Policy 
is here; but this time it is the attitude of our people 
that is on trial, not the policy of our Government. A 
treaty of great significance was signed by United States 
and Mexican officials on February 15, for the purpose 
of establishing the control and equitable distribution of 
the waters of the Colorado, Tijuana and Rio Grande 
rivers. It is of the utmost importance that this treaty 
be ratified promptly by the Senate, the chief obstacle 
being the opposition of certain California interests, which 
are trying to secure more than their share of these life- 
bringing waters. 

Devere Allen, writing for the WORLDOVER 
PRESS, February 23, pointed out that, while “it has long 
been an established principle in the United States that 
the owner of property through which a river flows is 
prohibited from doing anything that might disturb the 
flow of water for other property owners farther down- 
stream”, the United States in the past has violated that 
principle, developing immense irrigation projects in 
what was formerly Mexican territory and_ rejecting 
Mexico’s pleas for her share of the water. Of recent 
years, however, discussions have been held which have 
resulted in the present treaty, which, while giving to 
our neighbor less water than she is now receiving, at 
least settles the issue for the future. 


“The Colorado River”, says Mr. Allen, “has its 
source in Rocky Mountain National Park in the State of 
Colorado, and winds in a southwesterly direction to 
empty into the Gulf of California. From Yuma, Arizona, 
the stream crosses Mexican territory, where, as to some 
distance north, it has formed a great alluvial deposit 
that largely constitutes the rich Imperial Valley”. Now 
we see von d Californians want to divert the waters of 
the Colorado to feed their rich desert lands. The treaty 
guarantees 1,500,000 “acre-feet” of water to Mexico for 
the growing agricultural region of Baja California, and 
provides that the two Governments will undertake the 
construction of additional hydraulic works i2 control 
flood waters and utilize them for the benefit of agricul- 
tural, municipal and industrial services in both countries. 


It is of-far-more-moment.to Mexico than the 


The portion of the Rio Grande covered by the treaty 
is that between Fort Quitman, some 80 miles east of 
E! Paso, and the Gulf of Mexico. About 70 per cent 
of the water from tributaries al this section comes 


from Mexican sources, and the elaborate provisions of _ 
the treaty are designed to improve conservation and 


ize distribution to rapidly growing agricultural 
in both Texas and Mexico along the lower Rio 
e, as well as to utilize hydro-electric possibilities. 


Tijuana is a small stream which wanders back 
over the Mexico-California boundary, and is 
because there is no other water supply 
i Under the treaty, the two Governments 
y its fair utilization. 
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uiel Padilla, said of it: “It is 
ty of an economic nature of greater 
transcendency for the Republic”. Now that the oil issue 
is settled, this is the most important question remaining. 
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issue, which has more sentimental than practical import- 
ance, and can probably be settled once this vital matter 
is disposed of. We understand that there is no opposi- 
tion in the United States outside of California, but un- 
fortunately some spokesmen from that State have made 
wild claims, even to the point of suggesting that the 
United States BUY Lower California! Which irritates 
the Mexicans as it would irritate us to be asked to sell 
Florida. Our California branches are endeavoring to 
counteract this selfish propaganda. 


_ This treaty not only settles a vexing dispute in a 
fairly equitable manner, but it provides for joint hydraul- 
ic projects which will prevent floods and increase the 
amount of water available to both countries. Let us 
do whatever we can to further its prompt ratification, 
and the gratitude of the Mexican 
people. et us gladly recognize the painstaking, 
earnest effort that the Department of State has put into 
the fair solution of one problem after another in Mexican- 
American relations. 
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The Peace Press in Other Lands 


The idea of settling international conflicts by peaceable means" 


has been publicly sustained longer during this war than in any 
similar period. Pacifists have not all changed their attitudes and 


certain cases of actual increaséd vigor. The F.O.R. of Canada, 
for instance, has just started a monthly paper “Reconciliation”, 
and our own “Four Lights” and some papers in England started 

Some sixty peace periodicals are still coming regularly to 
the Jane Addams Peace Collection in Swarthmore, (and this 
does not include about 50 “Bulletins” and “News Letters” issued 


view on the peace question. Some are interested mainly in 
conscientious objectors, others in relief of war victims, a number 
specialize in the League of Nations or some phase of world 
organization, and still others act as general news bulletins on 


Yes, the list was once very much longer. France alone 
once produced a dozen or more peace papers, and several have 
been published in Japan. Those once widely circulated in Ger- 
many and Italy were crushed by fascism. Excellent little bul- 
letins came for a while from South Africa, Brazil, and Egypt. 
Those from Sweden and Denmark no longer come to the United 
States although reliable reports state they are being printed and 
distributed to subscribers and members with almost the same 
freedom as formerly. 


Most of the peace papers now available are printed in the 
English language and some of these might be read to advantage 
by Americans. Subscription is simple. Write a letter as to ‘any 
editor in this country and enclose either an international money 
order or a personal check for the approximate amount in Ameri- 
can money. Rates of exchange can be learned from a bank, or 
New York paper. In case of doubt add a little extra. 


Of perhaps greatest interest to Americans is LETTER TO 
PEACE-LOVERS, by Vera Brittain, a single sheet printed in 
small type issued every fortnight. Besides being a firm pacifist 
and a well-informed news writer, Vera Brittain is in close touch 
with affairs, books, and magazines in the United States and fre- 
quently mentions something of great interest which had not 
previously come to our active attention. Subscription, 5s a year, 
should be sent to Winifred Eden-Green, 146 Blackheath Hill, 
S.E. 10, London, England. Money orders should be made pay- 
able to Blackheath Village Post Office. 


The English WIL have issued a MONTHLY NEWS 
SHEET for many years. It has 4 pages of interesting material 
about local branches in England, Scotland and Wales, and 
carries feature articles on the International WIL and on national 
and international problems. Subscription 2s per year. Address 
Women’s International League, Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, 
London, W.C. 1. 


The Peace Pledge Union of England publishes a four page 
weekly newspaper under the name of PEACE NEWS. A recent 
issue told of printing 18,250 copies a week, the highest number 
since the end of 1941. Besides mail distribution the paper is 
sold from many public news-stands. It gives a good summary 
of events pertaining ta C.O.’s and peace problems in England 
and the United States and handles controversal issues fearlessly. 
Subscription 10s.6d yearly. Address Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd. N. 4, London, England. 


In Australia a monthly paper similar in size, appearance 
and content, is issued under the name of THE PEACEMAKER. 
Subscription, 3s per year, should be sent to Mr. John Reen, 
14 Banool Avenue, Kew, E4, Victoria, Australia. Make money 
orders to The Postmaster, Melbourne. 


Quite different is a quarterly 36 page magazine called THE 
‘COMMUNITY BROADSHEET. This is a review of co- 
operative activities ranging from agriculture, housing, industrial 
to engineering projects, both present and future, in England, 
United States and over the world. Emphasis is placed on re- 
settlement plans for C.O.’s, war victims, and others interested in 
co-operative living in rural areas. Practical, readable, and with 
an astonishing amount of news from far places. Subscription 
2s.6d. Address G. M. Faulding, Editor, 22 Westbourne Terrace 
Road, London W.2. England. ; 
— Ellen Starr Brinton. 


NEWS 


At the time of our National Annual Meeting our thoughts 
are very much with all our constituent branches, whose repre- 
sentatives we meet so happily in Washi The National 
Organization office receives during the year very interesting 
letters from the local groups. Some of the information will be 
reported at Washington, but many of our members will not 
hear it, so FOUR LIGHTS is making a survey of the letters 
and reports for the benefit of readers unable to come to the 
Annual Meeting. 


BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA: 

We have been especially interested in inter-racial work. 
Early in the year we affiliated with the Bay Area Council Against 
Discrimination and sent delegates to their monthly meetings. In 
May we held a meeting of some thirty Negroes and thirty WIL 
members ta hear Buell Gallagher speak, and to formulate plans 
for some sort of inter-racial discussion group, both to establish 
friendly conversational relations between the races arid to discuss 
problems common to both. This led to the establishment of a 
Berkeley Committee embracing a large number of community 
organizations who were willing to work in this field. It was 
decided to initiate the program with a study of China in relation 
to the United Nations and in relation to the United States for 
the first month, to be followed perhaps by a study of some closer 
domestic problems. A town meeting is to close the month. 

We are hoping to interest other organizations in sending dele- 
gates to a city-wide post war planning congress such as South 
Bend, Ind., had this spring. I think this would be a good project 
to suggest to other WIL branches, for if it could be done in many 
cities it would do much to keep the peace from being one made 
by politicians. 

We held a fund-raising supper party for members, husbands, 
and friends. Due to the fact that we donated all the food (and 
then paid for our supper!) we raised $35 and had a really good 
time as well. No speeches or “good works” were allowed. We 
had a short folk song program and then all sang rounds. 

(NOTE:—The Berkeley Branch sends out, each month, a 
bulletin containing local notes on forthcoming meetings and 
news items on national legislation and other pertinent prob- 
lems which concern WIL.—Ed.) 


DENVER, COLORADO: 

For our next meeting we hope to have Miss Mary Campbell 
speak on the women and the present political situation in India. 
She was a missionary there for forty-three years. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT: 

In the spring of 1943, just about the time of our last Annual 
Meeting, the Hartford Branch dedicated the Hartford Peace 
Center, in cooperation with other peace organizations in the city. 
Miss Emily Greene Balch shared in the dedication program. 
The Center has a growing library of peace literature, a meeting 
place which is also used by a Friends’ sewing group. Under the 
direction of Mrs. Arthur Schoenfuss and the committee, the 
Peace Center outlined an impressive winter program of lectures 
on pertinent domestic and international subjects. Their program, 
with its lovely cover (a copy of a painting of the Lincoln 
Memorial with a child and a man standing in front of it) carries 
a number of quotations from the WIL Principles. 


WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT: 

During the summer the Westport Study Group was inter- 
ested in several legislative questions—the abrogation of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act and the U. S. participation in a world 
organization after the war. Also, we had a definite series of 
four broadcasts on the latter question. This came as a culmina- 
tion of last winter’s study. on “The Kind of World I Want to 
Live In.” This summer there was also one meeting given over 
to a talk on the Zionist point of view on Jewish refugees and the 
Palestine problem, another to a ‘discussion of Walter Lippman’s 
U. S. Foreign Policy and Mr. Libby’s opinions, also one meeting 
was most interesting when a national YMCA representative 
spoke of his survey of the Japanese internment camps. 


WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND: 

“The WIL Prologue,” by Dorothy Elderdice, was presented 
at the Jane Addams Birthday celebrated by the Carroll County 
Branch, September, 1943. It is an interesting ‘dramatization of 
the founding of the WIL. About one hundred people came out 
for the program. We took in about $85 in dues and about $15 
for the Jane Addams Furld. Our second-hand clothes sales have 
brought in about $70 for the refugee committee this summer. 
Our new president doesn’t believe in a summer vacation for the 
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. peace groups have not all dissolved, as was generally the picture 
from the rise of the peace movement 130 years ago to the present 
: : war. Instead, there is evidence of continued strength and in 
by the different Civilian Public Service Units in this country). 
These come from Australia, Canada, England, India, Switzerland, 
and the United States, and represent widely different points of 
peace 
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BALTIMORE, MARYLAND: 

_4 small Conscientious Objector Council has been set up, 
which meets weekly, keeping up on Selective Service regulations, 
advising C.O.’s, providing bail when needed, attending trials, etc. 
In addition the branch has (1) found jobs and homes for C.O. 
wives and given layettes for new babies, (2) held a meeting at 
which the subject of conscientious objection was discussed by 
a man from a regular CPS camp, one on detached service, and 
one who had been to prison, (3) sent candy, cookies and other 
small luxuries to two CPS camps at Christmas, (4) kept a hos- 
pitality list of places where C.O.’s could find free lodging and 
meals, (5) worked on legislation, (6) provided a speaker on C.O.’s 
for meetings, and (7) supplied information as desired. 

Before Christmas the branch organized a campaign which 
brought in about 1200 toys for Japanese-American children in 
relocation camps. They are backing a petition to allow Negroes 
to buy in the leading stores. Now they are pushing hard on the 
“Voice of Thy Brother’s Blood,” with Miss Bussey making 
speeches to other groups on the rescue of European Jews, and 
MINNESOTA: 

This branch makes a very active project of Christmas cards. 
The cards are designed and printed by children in the public 
school art ‘department, and sold by the WIL. This year about 
$475 was realized in sales. Out of the profits, $100 has already 
been sent to Washington for national work, and the local work 
also receives support. 

BURLINGTON-CAMDEN COUNTY, N. J.: 

This combined group initiated a series of lectures, presented 
in Moorestown, on “Education for a Changing World.” Among 
the speakers were Elsie Elfenbein on. labor, a Negro, a Chinese, 
and a South American. 

HUDSON COUNTY, N. J.: 

Hard work was spent on the feeding resolution, holding one 
public meeting, and doing other work. 
DELAWARE, OHIO: 

Several huge cartons were packed in the fall for the American 
Friends Service Committee. Most of the contents was warm 
winter clothing, fully reconditioned by the group, cleaned, 
adorned, reline¢d—whatever was necessary. Also there was new 
bedding made by the group, and a lot of new outing flannel baby 
garments. In other cartons were more than $17 worth of new 
toys for the children in relocation camps, and never did money 
come more easily than for that. This group contributed to the 
support of Anita Augspurg during her last days. 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: 

Following a suggestion made by Gertrude Baer, a most 
successful afternoon and dinner institute has just been held 
to prepare public opinion for the ILO World Conference 
to be held in Philadelphia in the latter part of April. The 
WIL gained the cooperation of a large number of other 
organizations, such as labor groups, the Chamber of Commerce, 
Rotary, Foreign Policy Association, United Nations Council, etc. 
Mrs. Robert Rea was chairman, and Betty Jacob was her able 
assistant in arranging the program. The speakers included 
Robert LaFrance and Pierre Waelbroeck of the ILO, Alice 
Cheyney, formerly of the ILO, Eveline Burns of the National 

ing Association, A. Ford Hinrichs of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, and Edouard Lindemann. Some 400 persons attended, 
representing unusually wide interests. 

All winter the Pennsylvania Branch has been struggling to 
establish a house to be used as a temporary or long-term home 
for the Japanese-Americans now arriving in some numbers in 
Philadelphia. There have been all sorts of obstacles and difficul- 
ties, but success at last seems to be crowning our efforts. We 
have been joined by the Philadelphia Federation of Churches and 
a Citizen’s Committee as joint sponsors; we have secured a house 
in West Philadelphia with the lease signed; a few persons have 
applied for shelter even before our redecorating has been done; 
furnishings are coming in. Several local branches have given 
active support in money and goods, and we hope we afe off to 
an auspicious start. 

MADISON, WISCONSIN: 

One of the members, whose son is a prisoner in the Philip- 
pines, arranged just before she left for California to have her 
house occupied by a Japanese-American family. Before taking 
the final step she brought the matter up at a community meeting, 
where it met with unanimous approval. Later, there were one 
or two families who had not been represented at the meeting 
who tried to raise objections, but getting no sympathy from the 
neighbors, let the matter drop. Now, according to reports, the 
little boy in the loaned house plays happily with the children 
of the chief objector. 


From England 


The British Section News Sheet for March, 1944 
a local branch at Acock’s Green closes its annual report 
“The Branch has come through four years of war alive and 
with unalterable faith in the cause for which we work. 
come and go, but the interest, generosity, and spirit of 1 
that have always animatdd this Branch have sustained us in 
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Correspondents Wanted 


Since publication in January FOUR LIGHTS of the request 
of the Childwall Branch of the English WIL SP adie 


peace 
groups in the United States; to see printed progr: itera- 
fure distributed here; to learn of social 
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Mrs. Maude L. Barker, 131 Waller Road, New Cross, S.E. 14, 
London, Eng. (Farnborough Branch of WIL, located 
in Kent, about 12 miles from London, 20 members.) 


Mrs. P. af. Tiller, 16 Childwall Mount Road, Liverpool, 16, 
England. (Secretary of the Childwall Branch of WIL, 
Liverpool. Would be glad to entertain 

erican boys or girls if they “could learn how to 


Close, Collier Row, 
; (Secretary of the South 
Essex Region Group of Peace Pledge Union. Interested 
in post-war reconciliation, Co-ops, Socialism, and 
prison reform, and besides wanting information about 
peace activities and literature.) 


USE YOUR LIBRARY ! 


and 

Permanent Peace”. The library gave the name and date of 

the book, author, and library catalogue number on a special 
articles. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


As this issue of FOUR LIGHTS comes off the press, our 
Annual Meeting will be taking place in Washington. The June 
issue will have informal reports of the sessions, with Program 
and Policies appearing in the near future. 


orts to keep es 
women must 
peace of the With courage we enter 1944.” ai 
This Section reports that two of its members have received Bi. 
a message of hope and greeting from a member in Denmark. Be 
Similar messages have come to a member in the United States. Se 
have been received here. All three writers tell of the desire of is 
history of different regions. One letter asked if “The Grapes of = ig 
Wrath” could be considered a true picture of life in those states.” | 
Here are the three addresses—it is hoped that readers of FOUR Mis 
LIGHTS all across the country will take advantage of this a. i. 
overseas interest and write friendly personal letters in reply. sane 
; Besides sending some sample local peace material the writers pea: 
might well send some items of native interest—books or pam- — 
phlets, history or fiction, telling ife in its many phases as fo’ a 
in our different communities from Maine to California and also Zi a 
send some of our local good thin le ar, pecan candy, : ss 
dried fruits, ct. We especially those 
in Middle West and on Pacific Coast, with all of their picturesque =e 
local community atmosphere will respond freely. “a5 
a 
Ask your local library to prepare a book list on a particular ret 
subject when you are having a lecture. This was done by the ae : 
Enoch Pratt Library in Baltimore for our Maryland Branch in ene 
Westminster, Maryland, is making a present to the local fe 
library of an important book which the library might not buy. a 
It will be on an international or interracial subject. ed 
rer. 


NOTES 


“Mexico News”, published by the International Press 
Service Bureau of the Department of State for Foreign Affairs 
in Mexico City, in its issue of March 1, 1944, publishes in full 
on its front page the communication released by the ministry of 
Foreign Relations concerning the signing in Washington of the 
treaty referred to in Miss Brainerd’s article. 


“The agreement that the two Governments have reached, 
is of the utmost importance in its Mexican aspect for it will lend 
firmness to the development of the agricultural zones of Mexicali 
and the Jaurez Valley.” There follows a statement by Hon. 
Ezequiel Padilla, Secretary of Foreign Relations, who makes an 
analysis of the situation and concludes: “I am convinced that the 
signing of this Treaty, which ends an old problem under circum- 
stances which are mutually advantageous, will contribute to 
strengthening the good relations that exist between Mexico and 
the United States. This act could not have been performed had 
it not been favored by the atmosphere that now characterizes the 
amity between the two nations.” 


Recommended for Further Reading: 


Department of State Bulletin for March 25, 1944: a brief 
article giving the background of the question. 


Worldover Press, release of February 23, 1944, “Sharing— 
or Muddying—the Waters?” by Devere Allen. 


“Worldover Press” is a news service which provides current 
information of a constructive sort from authentic European and 
South American sources. Releases go not only to a large num- 
ber of dailies and weeklies, but to individual subscribers. Devere 
Allen, the editor, has recently been living in Mexico for many 
months to build up his contacts in the Southern hemisphere. 
Miss Brainerd endorses the service, and recommends individual 
subscriptions. $3 a year for fortnightly releases. Send for 
further information to Worldover Press, Wilton, Conn. 


The Amazon, by Earl Parker Hanson. FPA Headline Series, 
25c. The newest of the Foreign Policy Association’s booklets 
deals with the basin of the Amazon River, particularly, of course, 
with Brazil. Geography, resources, inhabitants are dealt with, 
finally the nationalistic incentives and the international con- 
siderations. 


Citizen, Plan for Peace! by Merrill E. Bush and others. 
Harper, $2.50. On the basis of Temple University’s Institute 
for Post War Planning held in Philadelphia in 1943, this book 
provides guidance for other community programs of similar im- 
port. The University undertook to encourage real and wide 
community interest in post war problems, and is continuing with 
an on-going program. The building of the meetings is described 
in detail, and the findings are offered. 


A BC Ethics, written and illustrated by Quan Wing. A 
book of simple stories for very young children embodying ethical 
— in a way to impress little people with age-old truths. 

1.25. 


FOUR LIGHTS MASTHEAD 


At the beginning of our fourth volume, it seems 
to recall the story of the rise of the paper. : 


In 1917 a group of young women in New York, members of 
the Woman’s Peace Party (forerunner of the WIL) initiated a 
sheet of this size and format and heading, for the same purposes 
as at present. Twenty issues were published in 1917, and one 
in 1919. It was a clever sheet, bright with illustrations and colored 
trim. Many difficulties were encountered, two issues were sup- 
pressed by the Post Office, and finally it faded out. We do. not 
know who the artist was who made the drawing of Magellan’s 
ship, but we still have faith that the “four lights” shown when 
the WIL takes its leading ce on issues of our day, will be 
followed by an increasing flotilla of co-workers. The legend 
under the title is copied exactly from the ancient chronicles of 
Magellan’s first voyage around the world. 


In 1941 the paper was revived and has been published con- 


tinuously since. It is an integral part of the WIL, and it goes 
to every paid-up member of the United States Section. It has 
a second class mailing permit which requires that from the 
membership dues 50c is allocated as a subscription to FOUR 
LIGHTS. Partly on account of this technical reason the mini- 
mum WIL dues are $1.50, without exception. With this payment 
you automatically receive the paper. If you don’t want it, we 
will take your stencil out, but that does not change the fact 
that by our national by-laws and our Post Office requirements 
the minimum dues are $1.50, which must be paid annually to 
make you a member in good standing, whether or not you re- 
ceive FOUR LIGHTS. 


Readers may be interested to know that we are having the 
first three volumes microfilmed at a small cost, so that the 
crumbling away of our very cheap paper will not destroy the 
record. These celluloid spools will be kept at the Jane Addams 
Peace Collection at Swarthmore, Pa. 

The editorial board hopes that the little magazine may reflect 
the national and local activities of the WIL, its policies and 
opinions. For this we always crave your help. 


Must The Killing Go On? A Peace Catechism, by 
Dorothy Hutchinson, 24 pp., 10c. An appeal for a negotiated 
peace, to be initiated by the United Nations. Carefully prepared 
answers to the usual objections. Printed December, 1943, by 
Peace Now Movement. 


A Call To Peace Now, by Dorothy Hutchinson, 36 pp., 10c. 
The basic arguments for a negotiated peace. Printed January, 
1943. 


The Literature Office has on hand a few copies of an article 
by Mrs. Sohier Wlech, one of our Massachusetts members, 
entitled “A Simplified Analysis of International Banking.” We 
will be glad to supply them to readers who wish to pursue this 
intricate subject in a simple form. 

The WIL Literature Price List, issued in the March FOUR 
LIGHTS, is being reprinted with a few new additions. It is 
available in quantity and for the moment is up-to-date, But 
please keep your eye on this column for new materials, which 
are mentioned here as soon as they appear. 


PEACE ECONOMY SHOP 


1924 Chestnut Street - Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Spring Housecleaning can be a Gold Mine 
For W.I.L. Work! 


SEND ARTICLES PREPAID OR COLLECT 
Men’s Women’s, Children’s Clothing 
Dishes, Kitchenware, Bric-a-brac 
Shoes and Ships and Sealing-Wax 
Any and All 


Your local WIL group, or any church or club, may send 
articles to be sold on a 50/50 basis. Not confined to 
Pennsylvania 


FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 


National Literature Department 
1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Published monthly, except August and September 
Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 
National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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